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Synopsis

Part of the "Religious Life in History Series," this comprehensive anthology provides translations of
texts illustrative of Buddhist philosophy and doctrine as well as descriptive, concrete accounts of
Buddhist practices, rituals, and experiences. Author John Strong gives careful consideration to
many key aspects of the religion in a wide range of geographic and cultural arenas, from Asia to the
United States, and gives students a sense of Buddhism’s historical evolution in each area. In
addition, this new edition of THE EXPERIENCE OF BUDDHISM uniquely offers students a list of
pertinent bibliographic suggestions after each reading, giving them the opportunity to both enhance

their understanding of the material and streamline their research and paper-writing process.
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Customer Reviews

Oliver Freiberger, University of Texas, Austin: "Frankly, | would be having a hard time trying to think
of ways to improve the book. It is an excellent collection that | have used in several classes. The
selection and length of the passages, as well as Strong’s short but excellent commentaries are just
fine as they are".Todd Lewis, College of the Holy Cross: "l like this text and use it. It is skillful and

insightful in trying not to fall into old nonsense and has brought important texts into discussion".

John S. Strong is the Charles A. Dana Professor of Religion at Bates College. He received an M.A.
from Hartford Seminary and a Ph.D. from the University of Chicago. His research and teaching

focuses on the History of Religions, Asian Religions, and Buddhist Studies.



If you want to read yourself out of Buddhism this is a great book for you. | gave it five stars because
it does not get much better than this in terms of scholarship and readability. The book takes the
reader on a journey through the history of Buddhism with primary sources, commentary and
suggested reading for further study. | completed this book with the sensation that | could leave the
subject with a clean slate and move on to some other topic having been given a great overview and

detailed analysis of the history of Buddhism.

A wonderful read, | would recomend this book to anyone wanting to achive a deeper understanding
of the teachings of the Buddha and the dissemination of that teaching in the years after his death.

Although it is a textbook it is not cumbersome or difficult to read.

As much as reading such books is enlightening to a female teenager this book gave her a good

insight to the teachings of Buddhism.

Required text for Buddhist Studies class | took at Queens College, and was very interesting.
Teacher was excellent as well as texts, and | learned a lot of the basics in a very hard to define

philosophy/religion.

It is an excellent text which is required for a correspondence course | am taking on Buddhism which

is taught by a fellow who has degrees from both Oxford and Harvard universities.

Highly outdated from the mindset of those first euro pioneers to the east. Not everything is like the

west. Get over it and figure it out.

My teacher has taken out so many parts of this book for further reading | had to get it. Very

comprehensive.

The book was a bit confusing, but had a lot of good information on Buddhism.
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